Approved For Release 2006/12/19 : CIA-RDP78-O1617A006000050052-3 APR 1948

668

CORRRGHA,

DOS review completed
. GENERAL

1. Bevin opposes forcible imposition of Palestine trusteoship--
US Ambassador Douglas in London reporis that Forelgn Minis-
ter Bevin, after discussing the US Palestine proposals with
Prime Minister Attlee and his colleagues, expressed the follow-

- ing views: (a) an agreed Arab-Jewish truce is most unlikely;
(b) trusteeship will call for substantial force; {c) the UK will
not participate in the use of force to impose any regime un-~
acceptable to the Jews and the Arabs. Douglas comments that
Bevin is deeply concerned with the dangerous possibilities of
the situation for both the UK and the US, and that Bevin's
present attliude is not inspired by an unwillingness to cooperate.

2. Proposed western Suropean military conversations--US Ambas-
sador Caffery has ndviscd Secretary Goneral Chanvel of the
French Foreign Office that the five mombers of the westera
Furopean union should compicte a thorough evaluation of their
cf‘ own military capabilities before asking US views on militz ey
SR cooperation. According to Caffery, Chauvel replied that the
five interested powers are in agreement now that this should
be dene. Chauvel added, however, that it is extremely impor -~
tant to the five powers to know what line is to be defended in
case of “‘a Russian invasion,” and declared that if it is not
feasible to defend a line in Europe, “‘the soonsr we lnow it
the better because then we raust make arrangements to mova

our government to North Afirien '’
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8. USSR: @ 8eible. shig: o1 oviet t1¢dcp--US Ambes sados
reports that a 11l im Scwist pali(ien] comment Gur 1§ the pa
two weeks may tadicate 1.0 inpeading shHt i Sovi ». metiesn|

E

desfgned to resssure tha vest of €10 ‘‘peaceful’’ Hitintions 4

the USSR, Smith refoxs, in this ceanection. & |
0 TeL O
Paris of & new Kremiin diregidvi 1o the Fr;nch Czrsx

Party calling for a sirn By ol aa-viclencs in wep | |
| RIBLT gl n: ) n Burd o,
(US Ambassador Jtebabur i in Prazua reports mt 8 Crea ut |

Slovak press ha:3 abruptly dis ot w2 8 Steong o
propoganda campugn.) Siaith wiris tiwt the US
Yolled into a false sanse ¢ serity but should vigoer

eue its firm policy, builc ua VY 8 ronth, and re I

»f - g ] t 3 m m M
of ﬂ\e‘deeepuve Soviet razaenr et s which have beo: 1§ 3T
past th order to permit the Kren Mo to regroup ita {irces fof

further agpresaion,
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4. PALESTINE: Wcreaging.'zah pr ; ’
: Loxal presgure for inberyorgign- -U

tC‘heharge Memmingsr #n Daraasqus reports thet p:*eaﬁe.fg %mxg
Arsb press and public ‘or ihe active interventics f the

Arab state armier in the Palestine fighting is grow:g

daily,

(CIA Comrnent: Jewish milfiary successes, p;rﬁmkxgiy

eir tmg H

the recemt victory at ¥iatla will hasten the dir ‘
. ect inta-ventd
in Palestine of the Arsb futes. V/ikhout active aicit t‘r*“m; 2335

side, the Jewish forces will be amhie to def
B end ther vy
ly against the Arnb armiet ) o

> zngm 1%:&
or 1as in {.ondm, the Britiah Foreign Office
doubts that the prasent Irani Gevernsment wifnn las:els :
to hold new elections. A Foreim Ofilce spokesman &
Douglas that the Iragl Gove:nmont ks virtonlly demas

financial asststance from the UK vrifh the statement t3

cannot meet even tis 30 April ¢ vl ang milftary pay-
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The Foreign Office spokesman added, howover that a Brm 3k
loan is unlikely so Jong s the prasent ‘hopehsa" Governe
ment remains in office. (The Department of State bas maaa; -
while instructed US Aradbassador ‘Wadsworth to iadicate to

Iraqi Governmeant, in response to its informal request, tm
it would be dtﬂtcnlt!or the US to consider assis for Ihq
so long as the Palestine question remains unsettled.) ;

(CIACommbnt {'TA conours in the view tthes u-
aummlraqisext:emeh?mrlousandbelbwsh there

a possibility that ctvil strife will break out following the psoba-
ble fall of the Government.) * f

FTAR EAST

angiok ¥ '
has received a vote ot mnﬁ.danm ('70 aﬂ‘lrmative m nagat!' e,
and at least 64 abstentions) the vote indicates that . |
support in the Parlfament is uncertain. The E he~ ,
licves that the Government may be defeated on legislation
which must be presentod to and prssed by Parliament wﬁﬂm
the next few weeks. &

' (C1A Comment: CIA concurs with the Enﬂaaasy 8
estimate and belleves thnt a legislative defeat may cause
Phibul either to dissolve Parliament or to by-pass itand
govern by edict threough the Supreme State Council, )
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